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· Initial Post Writing Guidelines and Requirements:
· Initial posts are like small 1-2 page papers depending on your writing style. First, write the post in a word document, address each question, spell check, and review your paper against the rubric. After you finalize your initial post, please do not submit it as a word document!  Instead, create a new thread with your name and the title of the post in the subject line and then copy and paste your draft from the word document to the discussion board and click submit. 
· Your initial post is due by the end of the day on day 4 (Thursday at 11:59 p.m.). 
· Two sources are required for your initial post, one should be a professional source (e.g., journal article) other than the textbook, and your second source can either be the textbook or another professional source). For your initial discussion board post you only need to follow APA procedures related to in-text citations and your reference list.
· Peer Response Writing Guidelines and Requirements: 
· Response posts should further the conversation in a meaningful way by contributing a new dimension or knowledge to the discussion. Postings should be thoughtful and make use of the week's readings, information obtained from other sources, and/or ideas expressed by others in the class. Responses posts should be substantive, reflective, and evidence based as appropriate while demonstrating an in-depth understanding and/or application of relevant concepts to the discussion. 
· Two sources are required per each response post, one should be a professional source (e.g., journal article) other than the textbook, and your second source can either be the textbook or another professional source).
· For your response discussion board posts you only need to follow APA procedures related to in-text citations and your reference list.
· To receive full credit for your discussion board participation, you must respond to at least three individuals (peers and/or instructor) on three different days of the week prior to the end of day 6 (Saturday at 11:59 p.m.).
· Please note that your peer responses can occur prior to your initial post. See the grading rubric for more information. In addition, responses should reference the peer’s or instructor’s post in some way. 
· Tips:
· Avoid writing fluff to fill space. Make sure each word, phrase, and sentence you write has a purpose.
· Proof read your work twice before submitting
· Use your references/sources to support your points and arguments rather than merely paraphrasing information from the book. The goal is for you to share your own unique ideas while using professional sources to support those ideas. 
· Make sure to provide an in-text citation for all information taken from another source that is not your own idea.
· Simply supplying direct quotations does not go far enough to advance discourse or provide evidence of learning beyond the knowledge and comprehension level. Direct quotes, if used, should be used sparingly, be short in length, and have a purpose. For example, a direct quote can be appropriate if using an author’s exact words is necessary to get a point across or add additional meaning that could only come from the author’s original words. However, as a general rule, if information can be paraphrased, it should be paraphrased rather than quoted directly.
· Last, all though it may be temping to use the posts of your classmates as “templates” for how to write you own posts, have confidence in yourself and your writing. Let your word, thoughts, ideas, arguments, and organization come from you!








	Criteria
	Undeveloped
	Emerging
	Developed
	Well Developed

	Quality of Initial Post 
	0 to 14 points
Initial post did not address the assignment requirements and contained incomplete information. Includes 0-2 professional sources that we not cited within APA guidelines.  Source/s did not support student ideas. Late initial posts receive no credit. Initial posts after day 4 at 11:59pm CST will not receive credit.
	15 to 16 points
Initial post addresses some of the assignment requirements. Post is not well organized and shows limited knowledge and evaluation of the topic.  Includes 0-2 professional sources that were cited somewhat within APA guidelines. Source/s partially support student ideas.
	17 to 18 points
Initial post addresses most, but not all, of the assignment. Comments are reasonably organized and demonstrate adequate familiarity and analysis of the content. Includes 1-2 professional sources that are cited using mostly proper APA. Source/s adequately support student ideas.
	19 to 20 points
Initial post thoroughly addresses all parts of the assignment. The comments are clearly and concisely stated, demonstrating that the content was appropriately reviewed and synthesized. Includes two professional sources (e.g., textbook and one outside source) that are cited using proper APA for in-text citations and in the reference list. Sources should thoroughly support student ideas.

	Quality of Responses 
	0 to 14 points
One or no substantial response posts were submitted OR Response posts did not address the assignment requirements and contained incomplete information.  Includes 0-2 professional sources that were not cited within APA guidelines.  Source/s did not support student ideas.
	15 to 16 points
Only two substantial messages were posted OR postings are not substantial (e.g., limited to “I agree” types of replies).  Includes 0-2 professional sources that were cited somewhat within APA guidelines. Source/s partially support student ideas.
	17 to 18 points
Three or more postings are made that include some substantial content; however, posts were lacking supporting details. Includes 1-2 professional sources that are cited using mostly proper APA. Source/s adequately support student ideas.
	19 to 20 points
Three or more postings are made that included substantial content (well written contributions-opinions, observations, questions, experiences, critiques, suggestions, etc).  Includes two professional sources (e.g., textbook and one outside source) that are cited using proper APA for in-text citations and in the reference list. Sources should thoroughly support student ideas.

	Participation 
	0 points
No response posts were submitted.
	6 to 6 points
All response posts were submitted on one day of the week.
	8 to 8 points
Response posts were submitted on two different days of the week.
	10 to 10 points
Response posts were submitted on three different days of the week or more. Response posts after day 6 at 11:59pm CST will not receive credit.

	Netiquette/ Quality
	0 to 7 points
Postings are not appropriate--poor grammar/ structure, inappropriate slang/ abbreviations, etc.
	8 to 8 points
Postings include inappropriate references and may include several errors in grammar/ structure.
	9 to 9 points
Posting are reasonably appropriate, but contain a few errors.
	10 to 10 points
Postings are appropriate, using proper language, cordiality, grammar, punctuation, etc.



